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Should Christians Attempt to Define 


Peace Terms? 
James A. Crain 

The question of the propriety of Christians, as 
Christians, attempting to define the terms upon which 
peace will be made between nations at war is brought 
sharply into focus by a petition addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the United States and published in the June 
27 issue of Christian Century and, we understand, 
the various sectional editions of the Methodist Chris- 
tian Advocate. The petition requests the President, 
“in concert with the heads of other nations now at war 
with Japan, to proclaim the following as the basis on 
which peaceful relations will be restored with Japan 
after the unconditional surrender of that nation.” Then 
follows a list of seven conditions: evacuation of all ter- 
ritories outside the home islands, including those held 
under mandate; recession to China of all territory 
occupied, including Manchuria and Mongolia, and of 
Formosa, the Pescadores and the Ryukyus; complete 
demilitarization of Japan and the administration of 
her merchant marine, finance and industry by com- 
missions of the United Nations, with a view to de- 
militarization and eventual restoration to membership 
in the world community; delivery to the United Na- 
tions for trial and punishment those charged with 
erimes of aggression en China, precipitation of the 
war in the Pacific and acts committed in violation of 
the laws of war, and a pledge that the Japanese peo- 
ple will establish a democratic form of government 
responsible to the will of the people, guaranteeing 
freedom of speech and assembly, freedom of the press, 
freedom of conscience and religion and freedom of 
elections, with guarantees to Japan that when these 
things are done she shall have access on equal terms 
to world trade and raw materials necessary to her 
economic prosperity. ; ( 

Every right-minded person will find himself in 
substantial agreement with the purposes which moti- 
vated the editors of Christian Century and other re- 
ligious journals to publish this petition. They have 
correctly sensed the horror that Christians feel over 
~ the fire-bombing of Japanese cities and the huge de- 
struction of civilian life which the military have been 
careful to keep from American public. The plain fact 
is that American Christians are revolted by the acts 
of our own military in this matter. We have been too 
long in saying so. The editors of these journals are 
to be congratulated upon their efforts to get action to 
put a stop to the horrible practice. (50 

But for all that I cannot sign the petition. The 
reasons given below set forth my own point of view. 

In the first place, this petition commits every 
Christian who signs it to the Roosevelt-Churchill “un- 
conditional surrender” formula. In my view that pro- 
nouncement was a mistake from the beginning and 
has contributed to the prolongation of the war, both 
in Eprope and in the Pacific and has cost the lives of 
thousands of combatants both sides. Unconditional 
surrender” may have a valiant sound, but it demands 
that the vanquished acknowledge ultimate, abject de- 
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Federal Council Approves San Francisco 


Charter 

The executive committee of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America on June 26 gave 
its approval to the Charter of the United Nations or- 
ganization as “an important means for the achieve- 
ment of a just and durable peace” and declared its 
belief that “the overwhelming majority of the people 
of our churches desire to see our nation join with 
other nations in a common effort to develop an inter- 
national society free from the curse of war.” The ex- 
ecutive committee further declared, ‘We believe it is 
the clear duty of our Government promptly to ratify 
the Charter and thus to assure cooperation by the 
United States in the task of making the organization 
an effective agency for the maintenance of interna- 
tional peace and security.” The statement was adopted 
after an address of John Foster Dulles, chairman of. 
the Council’s Commission on a Just and Durable Peace, 
now on leave of absence from that responsibility to 
serve as advisor to the American delegation to the San 
Francisco conference. 

The Federal Council declared that in many re- 
spects the Charter will need continued improvement 
after it has been ratified by the nations and has be- 
come operative, but noted with appreciation the fact 
that many of the changes recommended by “thought- 
ful Christians” were adopted by the conference. The 
Cleveland Conference on the Churches and Permanent 
Peace, held last January, recommended nine improve- 
ments in the plan, eight of which were incorporated 
in the Charter. 

The Federal Council’s statement placed particular 
emphasis upon “the greater importance and increased 
functions given to the General Assembly and the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, the concern manifiested for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, the moral 
sanction given to the decisions of the International 
Court of Justice, and the purposes served by the Trus- 
teeship Council, together with the declared policy re- 
garding non-self governing territories (which) tend 
to bring the organization more nearly into accord with 
Christian principles of world order.” 

While a large degree of control remains with the 
Security Council which is dominated by the so-called 
Great Powers, important modifications of its functions 
were secured by the insistent demands of the smaller 
nations. The Big Five—the United States, Great Brit- 
ain, Russia, France and China—will still be able to 
veto decisions, but they will not be able to prevent any 
nation from presenting its case to the General As- 
sembly and having it discussed. The General Assembly 
will thus become a world forum in which tensions 
likely to lead to war can be aired and brought to the 
attention of the peoples of the world before they reach 
a critical stage. The enlarged functions granted to 
the Social and Economic Council will permit that body 
to make investigations of tension situations and make 
public reports thereon. While some were disappointed 
that the goal set for dependent peoples was “self gov- 
ernment” rather than independence, the establishment 
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How One Church Carries on Social Action 


On June 16 The Broad Strect Christian, weekly 
bulletin of the Broad Street Church of Christ, Colum- 
bus, Ohio, Floyd Faust, Ph.D., pastor, carried an ar- 
ticle entitled, ‘Defeated by Six Men,” advising the 
‘congregation and its friends of the methods used in 
the state legislature to defeat a Fair Employment 
Practices Bill. The statement is reproduced here be- 
cause it offers an example of what Christian leaders 
can Go in the matter of political action if they have 
a mind to act. 

“Recently in Ohio the Christian and humanitarian 
forces combined their efforts toward the passage of. 
a Fair Employment Practices Commission bill, intend- 
ed only to secure fairness in employment of all men 
regardless of race, color or creed. The bill asked only 
that men be hired on the basis of their character and 
ability to do the job, and not discriminated against 
or penalized economically because of factors beyond 
their control and “unfair” in every sense of Christian 
principle. 

“Finally this week the matter came to a head. Our 
Ohio Council of Churches testified in its behalf, there 
were representatives of other religious faiths, as well 
as hundreds of people crowding the hearing rooms in 
its favor. The bill was passed by the committee favor- 
ably and referred to the ‘““Rules Committee” composed 
of eight men, who had to decide whether it shall come 
‘up and reach the “calendar.” It is certain in the minds 
of all fair observers that if the bill had come up for 
an honest, democratic vote it would have passed both 
the Senate and the House. 

“But last week this ‘Rules Committee” met in 
secret session. The press was barred. Our Ohio Coun- 
cil of Churches observer was barred. And seeming 
even to distrust each other, the Chairman asked for 
a secret ballot and announced (on the second ballot) 
that the vote was six to two against permitting the 
bill to come up for vote. 

“This is of real interest to all Christian people 
because of the manner in which as few as six men 
in this democratic government of ours can impair the 
workings of majority opinion and defeat its objectives. 
We sincerely hope individual Christians will take note 
of this incident and do what they can to correct the 
factors that made it possible.” 

Dr. Faust has put his finger on one of the most 
undemocratic procedures in legislation—that of dicta- 
torial Rules committees. With the splendid leadership 
in a city-wide program of Christian social action which 
he is providing it is safe to predict that this matter 
will have attention in the Broad Street church, in the 
city of Columbus and in the State of Ohio, 


Commission on World Order Plans 
Charter Campaign 


The Commission on World Order met in Indian- 
apolis on July 3 to lay plans to bring the Charter of 


the United Nations organization to the attention of 


our churches and to promote the study of the Charter 


in order to acquaint our people with its provisions and 


the commitments which the United States will make 
in signing it. 

James A. Crain reported on the meeting of the 
Commission on a Just and Durable Peace in New York 
City on June 25, at which time a statement approving 
the Charter and urging support for the United Na- 
tions organization was adopted for presentation to 
the executive committee of the Federal Council of 
Churches and which was subsequently adopted by that 
body. J. B. Hunter reported that 122 addresses, con- 
ferences, forums and discussion groups have been held 
by Disciples who attended the Cleveland Conference 
on the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals, exclusive of meet- 
ings held by members of the Commission. No record 
was obtained of the number of local church confer- 
ences, discussions and forums held, but the number 
is undoubtedly large. Approximately 5000 copies of 
“The Declaration and Address and World Order” have 
been distributed, and a large number of ‘Prayers for 
World Order” have likewise been put in the hands of 
pastors and church leaders. The recent pamphlet, 
“The Church, the Nations and World Order,” written 
by Mr. Hunter, has had wide distribution. Young 
peoples and adult conferences ordered 12,000 copies 
and 10,000 copies were made available to Disciples of 
Christ chaplains with the armed forces. 

Plans for work in connection with ratification of 


the United Nations Charter include sending an of- 


ficial State Department copy of the Charter to every 
pastor and missionary organization president in the 
brotherhood and to all national and state leaders, to- 
gether with a copy of the statement of the Federal 
Council of Churches relative to the Charter. A letter 
of explanation and of suggestion will accompany the 
documents. _Later a study guide covering the Charter 
and the United Nations organization will be provided 
for the use of church and community groups. A read- 
ing list will be provided and plans are under way to 
promote study groups in every church in the brother- 
hood to acquaint people with the terms of the Charter 
and pe operation se the world organization. 
nh recommendation of Mr. Alexander 
U.S. District Attorney, Fort Wayne, Tndiane gor sete 
ber of the Commission, Chairman Roger T. Nooe was 
asked to write a letter of appreciation to President 
Truman for his leadership in the formation of the 
Charter and for his efforts to secure prompt ratifica- 
tion. Mr. Campbell also asked that church leaders 
write their Senators who support ratification to thank 
them for their vote on behalf of the United Nations 
organization. “Every Senator who votes for ratifica- 
tion should receive letters of appreciation from his 
See pot Mr. Campbell. 
_In view of the fact that the expected 

ratification will probably not mateeialeas, de eed 
sion will concentrate its energies on promotion of the 
study of the terms of the Charter among the churches 

The most important task of this Commission lies in 
the future,” said Dr. Roger T. Nooe, chairman “if 
the Senate ratifies the Charter in the near future with- 
out extended debate the American people will. have 
committed themselves to world cooperation without 
knowing fully what they have done. We want tHe 
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On Social Frontiers 

The American Red Cross announces 600 one-year 
scholarships available to college graduates interested 
In serving as Red Cross Hospital Service or Home 
Service workers. In addition to full tuition each schol- 
arship award provides a monthly allowance of $100 
during the academic year. Each applicant must agree 
to at least one year’s employment with the Red Cross 
immediately upon completion of the course. Choice 
will be given of service in a military hospital or with 
families of servicemen and with veterans in the com- 
munity. The scholarships will be available to begin- 
ners in social work training as well as to those taking 
the second year necessary to a degree in social service 
administration. Contact your Red Cross Area Office. 


The Ohio CIO Council has called the Rev. Orville 
C. Jones, Congregational minister and teacher at 
Oberlin School of Theology, to become its public rela- 
tions representative to interpret the CIO to churches, 
farm groups and other organizations. Mr. Jones has 
served as pastor in Ohio and in Dakota. The Council 
will have a summer school at Antioch College, August 
19-25, with classes panel discussions and lectures. 


An effort will be made to install cocktail bars in 
post-war luxury airliners, according to the Chicago 
Sun. Drinking aboard planes has been a custom in 
Europe for several years and efforts are being made 
to introduce the practice in this country. Some air- 
line officials are toying with the idea, but others are 
doubtful that American public opinion is ready for it. 
Senator Robertson (R. Wyo.) has introduced a bill to 
forbit the sale of intoxicants on domestic airlines. “An 
unruly drunk can be checked when he is riding a train 
or a bus,” said Senator Robertson, “but obviously he 
_eannot be thrown out when he is aboard a plane.” 


Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt says consideration of pro- 
posals for peacetime military conscription should wait 
until after the end of the war. While the Select Com- 
mittee on Post-War Military policy was holding hear- 
ings on the question, Mrs. Roosevelt devoted her syndi- 
eated column to the subject for three successive days. 
On June 14 and 15 she presented the arguments ad- 
vanced in favor of conscription. On the following day 
she presented the views of those opposed to it, adding 

‘her own statement, “My own strong feeling is that 
before we decide finally, the war with Japan should be 
finished and the youth of our country who fought the 
war have come home and have a chance to be heard. 


Director General Lehman of UNRRA announced 
on May 27 that approximately 1,230,000 long tons of 
relief supplies had been shipped or was slated to be 
shipped by June 80 to liberated European nations sup- 
plied by that organization. More than half—786,000 
long tons—was sent to Greece, with the balance di- 
vided between Yugoslavia, Italy, Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia. Difficulty was experienced in securing an 
adequate supply of protein foods to meet the needs 
of the areas served. UNRRA’s United National Cloth- 
ing Collection brought in up to May 10, 86,933,183 
pounds of clothing, according to 3,614 incomplete pre- 
liminary reports from drive chairmen. Of the first 
50 million pounds, 12 million have been alloted to the 
USSR, 5,500,000 to Poland, 5,000,000 to Yugoslavia, 
3,200,000 to France, 3,000,000 to Greece, 2,000,000 
each to The Netherlands, Czechoslovakia and the Phil- 
ippines, 1,500,000 to Belgium-Luxembourg, 500,000 to 
Norway and 300,000 to Albania. Italy, 500,000 and 
10,000,000 pounds will be reserved for urgent needs. 
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Interracial Clinic at Youngstown 

James A. Crain and J. B. Hunter attended an in- 
terdenominational interracial clinic at Youngstown, 
Ohio, June 28-29. The clinic was held under the au- 
spices of the Youngstown Council of Churches and the 
Department of Race Relations of the Federal Council 
of Churches, with religious and civic groups cooper- 
ating. Judge Robert B. Nevin, of the Municipal Court, 
served as presiding officer. The findings of the clinic 
will serve as the program guide for an interraciaé 
council which it is hoped to organize for the city of 
Youngstown. Eugene C. Beach, pastor of First Chris- 
tian Church, served as a member of the Summary and 
Recommendations Committee. 

The genius of the interracial clinic is that the peo- 
ple of a local community themselves discover the areas 
of tension between groups in their midst and lay plans 
to relieve conditions that cause interracial and inter- 
group friction. The Youngstown clinic developed out 
of conferences with the Department of Race Relations 
of the Federal Council of Churches. A small com- 
mittee representative of all racial and religious groups 
undertook to promote the affair. Some weeks before 
the clinic was held the Federal Council sent Dr. Mar- 
cus W. Collins, field worker in the Department of Race 
Relations, to Youngstown. In cooperation with the 
local group the following areas were selected for sur- 
vey and study: housing, community resources, employ- 
ment and leisure-time activities. Survey committees 
were appointed to gather all ascertainable facts rel- 
ative to these areas and to present their findings. 

All religious and civic organizations in the city were 
jnvited to participate in the clinic, including the police 
department, department of public parks, juvenile 
court, public schools, public library, social agencies 
and other community agencies. One session was given 
to each survey report, the chairman of the survey com- 
mittee first presenting a digest of the survey and then 
the clinic dividing into four separate groups for dis- 
cussion and making recommendations. The Youngs- 
town group was fortunate in having an unusually 
large number of consultants and advisors available, 
among them, Dr. Marcus W. Collins, Howard L. Ben- 
nett, Chicago, field representative of the American 
Council on Race Relations, James W. Geater, Washing- 
ton, D. C., recreation specialist, War Community Serv- 


ice, Federal Security Agency, DeHart Hubbard, Cleve- 


land, Ohio, race relations advisor, Federal Housing 
Agency, Charles B. Lawrence, Jr., manager, Federal 


Housing Agency, Cleveland, Ohio, Harry C. Markle, 


Akron, Ohio, director, War Manpower Commission, 
Miss Ruth Taylor, Washington, consultant, Children’s 
Bureau, War Community Service, and Ernest T. At- 
well, New York, specialist, National Recreation As- 
sociation. 

Each group passed its recommendations to the 
Summary Committee after each session. The Commit- 
tee coordinated and edited the findings for presenta- 
tion to the clinic for final discussion and adoption. 

The recommendations of the clinic will be put in 
the hands of each agency and group represented in 
the clinic, with the request that consideration be given 
these recommendations in the developing of agency 
programs. The clinic selected a continuing group to 
follow up the recommendations made and in some in- 
stances to take specific actions directed by the group. 

Youngstown is the fifteenth American city to hold 
inter-racial clinics since the program began a year ago. 
The principal value in the clinic method lies in the 
fact that citizens of a community themselves under- 
take to discover and remedy friction situations before 
they become acute. 
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Federal Council Approves San Francisco 


Charter 
(Continued from Page 1) 
of a Trustee Council is a substantial gain. 

Present indications are that the Charter will be 
ratified by an overwhelming majority with a minimum 
of debate. As desirable as quick action is, it also has 
about it elements of danger. The United Nations or- 
ganization is not a completed world organization. At 
best it is but a beginning. It is still a “power centered” 
organization, with the bulk of the power resting in 
the hands of the five nations that are today in military 
control of most of the world. It is not yet completely 
democratic in either form or function. But it is a be- 
ginning, and an important beginning. The greatest 
obstacles to the Charter’s potentialities for good, says 
the Federal Council, lie ‘‘in the tensions, misunder- 
standings and still unbridged difficulties between ma- 
jor powers” upon whom primary responsibility for 
maintaining peace at present rests. “There will be re- 
quired of the peoples of the world and of our own 
nation a very high sense of responsibility and a will 
to peace to overcome the obstacles which the world 
still faces in achieving genuinely mutual relationships. 
...A new will to collaboration must be born in the 
hearts and minds of men if the organization is to ful- 
fill its purpose. Lacking the will to make the ma- 
chinery work, a better organization than that proposed 
in the Charter would fail. ... The will to cooperate re- 
quires, as its foundation, a new international morality. 
Without this the structure of peace will rest on shift- 
ing sand. The building of a better world order under 
God’s Providence requires better men and women... . 
The road to a better world order is long. The journey 
is arduous. Only God can assure its achievement. As 
we move forward we humbly seek His help.” 

Prompt ratification of the Charter by the Senate 
will require a change of strategy on the part of in- 
dividuals and organizations whose plans were laid on 
the expectation that a campaign in support of ratifi- 
cation comparable to that put in on support of the 
League of Nations 25 years ago might be necessary. 
Such a campaign would have given opportunity to edu- 
cate our people as to the significance of the Charter 
and the meaning of the commitments which we make 
when we sign it. Ratification without full discussion 
will mean that we have signed a document without the 
majority of our people being aware of the nature of 
the commitments we have made. Then when difficul- 
ties arise we may not be ready to stand by our prom- 
ises. Those who support the Charter therefore must 
be ready to follow ratification with a nationwide cam- 
paign of education to acquaint the people with its 
meaning. This responsibility rests with particular 
weight upon the churches. The Protestant churches 
of the United States, through their own agencies and 
in cooperation with the Commission on a Just and Dur- 
able Peace, have shared with Catholic and Jewish re- 
ligious groups in creating the mood which made the 
San Francisco conference possible. If after ratifica- 
tion they let the subject drop, as they let temperance 
education lapse after the passage of the 18th amend- 
ment, we may again face a campaign of repeal; only 
in this event we shall simply use our power on the 
Security Council to make the United Nations power- 
less instead of using our influence to make it an ef- 
fective instrument of peace. 


Commission on World Order 
(Continued from Page 2) 
United States in the United Nations as soon as the 


Senate can vote on the Charter, but we want also the 
American people to have full knowledge of the obliga- 
tions they have assumed in taking membership in such 
a world league. The task of acquainting them with 
these facts and of building the moral undergirding to 
make membership effective is a responsibility of the 
churches. Among Disciples of Christ that responsi- 
bility rests upon the Commission on World Order.” 


Should Christians Attempt to Define 


Peace Terms? 

(Continued from Page 1) 
feat with no promise on the part of the victor. It 
simply says, “Surrender, and after you have done so 
I will tell you what you can expect for the future.” 
Obviously no nation will accept such terms except as 
a last resort. For Christians to underwrite this “un- 
bate OB surrender” formula would be a tragic mis- 
ake. 

In the second place, while many of the terms set 
forth in this petition will undoubtedly be imposed upon 
Japan, there is serious question whether Christian 
journals have any business attempting to define the 
terms to be imposed upon a defeated enemy. The edi- 
tors of Christian Century have rightly insisted that 
the churches are not at war and that the government 
should not seek to embroil them in conflict. Should 
any large number of signatures to this petition be re- 
ceived it is difficult to see how that fact can be inter- 
preted otherwise than as involvement of American 
Christians, and consequently the American Christian 
church in the peace settlement. Does the church have 
any more right to be involved in the terms of peace 
than in the prosecution of the war? We think not. 

In the third place, it fails to recognize any sense 
of guilt or any need for penitence on our own part. 
Are our hands altogether clean? What about the “ulti- 
matum”’ which President Roosevelt is said to have is- 
sued to Japan on November 24th or 26th, 1941? What 
about the “top drawer secret” documents in connection 
with Pearl Harbor which the State Department has 
persistently refused to reveal? Japan’s record of ag- 
gression can be established from her acts in China, the 
Philippines and a hundred other places, but what about 
our own national sins that helped to bring on this con- 


flict? When we demand that Japan adopt a demo- 


cratic form of government responsible to the will of 
the people we are asking more than we have demanded 
of Italy. We still recognize the Franco regime in Spain 
and dictatorial governments in Portugal, Argentina 
and a half-dozen other nations. We assume that be- 
cause a democratic form of government is best for us 
it is also best for an Asiatic people living six thousand 
miles away and with thousands of years of history 
and ie of a different sort. 
ese are the terms or substantially th 
which may ultimately be imposed vane tee ae 
they are not the terms for which Christians ought to 
plead. Christians will do well to stand apart from all 
such business, especially if they expect ever to resume 
brotherly relations with the Christians of Japan 
This is not a petition that makes for ecumenical 
Christianity. In spite of the motives that prompted 
it, it is nationalistic to the core. Ecumenical Chris- 
tians, in spite of the fact that they are citizens of na- 
tional states, will seek to hold themselves, as Chris- 
tians, apart from all terms of surrender and penalties 
inflicted upon the defeated by the victors in order that 
they may the better be fitted to intercede on behalf 
of mercy, forgiveness and reconciliation. 


